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Details of second Court hearing to approve Scheme 

National Veterinary Care Ltd (ASX: NVL) (NVC) refers to the scheme of arrangement (the 
Scheme) under which it is proposed that 100% of NVC will be acquired by VetPartners 
NVC Pty Ltd.  
 
As stated in NVC's second announcement of 19 March 2020, entitled "NVC shareholders 
approve Scheme of Arrangement", implementation of the Scheme remains subject to 
approval by the Supreme Court of Queensland (the Court) and NVC will apply to the Court 
for the necessary orders at a hearing scheduled for 25 March 2020 (Second Court 
Hearing).  The Scheme Booklet in relation to the Scheme, a copy of which was announced 
on 14 February 2020, states that the Second Court Hearing will take place at the QEII 
Courts of Law Complex, 415 George Street, Brisbane, Qld, 4000.  
 
Given the developing COVID-19 situation, the Supreme Court of Queensland has issued a 
Protocol for Applications for the week commencing 23 March 2020 (the Protocol).  
A copy of the Protocol is attached to this announcement.  The Protocol notes, among other 
things, that any matters which are reasonably capable of being heard by telephone will be 
heard in that way.  NVC and its advisers consider that NVC's application for orders seeking 
the Court's approval of the Scheme can be heard by telephone, and NVC intends to notify 
the Court accordingly.      
 
NVC shareholders wishing to attend the Second Court Hearing, but who would prefer not 
to attend in person due to COVID-19-related concerns, should refer to the teleconference 
details in the Protocol. NVC shareholders who wish to appear before the Court at the 
Second Court Hearing are reminded that the Court's usual rules apply to hearings by 
telephone.  This includes filing a notice of appearance with the Court and serving it on 
NVC. 
 
NVC will make a further announcement if the Court amends the Protocol prior to the 
Second Court Hearing.  
 
 

-END- 

 

Authorised for release by the NVC Board. 

About NVC: 

NVC aims to be a leading provider of veterinary services in Australia and New Zealand. 
NVC strives to achieve excellence in clinical care for pets, and to build a platform for loyal, 
long term relationships with their owners.  



 

 

 
The key growth strategies for NVC are expanding the NVC network of clinics through 
acquisition and driving organic growth at a clinic level.  
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Tomas Steenackers 
CEO/Managing Director 
National Veterinary Care Ltd 
07 3063 0906 



 
 

Protocol for Applications  

Week commencing 23 March 2020 

 

The Supreme Court of Queensland wishes to ensure that hearings of matters listed in the 

Applications jurisdiction take place in a manner protective of the health and safety of all 

participants.  To assist in management of risks associated with Coronavirus (COVID-19) the 

following protocol will apply in the Applications jurisdiction, in the week commencing 23 March 

2020. 

1. This protocol is designed to avoid the need for any appearance in court, where that is 

possible; and otherwise reduce the number of people in the court room at any given time.  

However, if complying with this protocol is difficult for any party or practitioner, you should 

attend court in person in the ordinary way, and follow the “social distancing” guidelines 

issued by the Government. 

 

2. Wherever possible, in order to avoid physical attendance at court, parties are encouraged to 

take active steps to resolve matters by agreeing upon orders that may be made by consent in 

a timely way (to avoid the need for any appearance) and otherwise to cooperate to narrow 

the scope of the issues in dispute (to facilitate a telephone or video conference appearance).    

 

3. Any consent orders, including for adjournments, which are agreed prior to 9.30 am on the 

day a matter is listed are to be emailed, in Word format, to the judges’ associates 

(associate.bowskillJ@courts.qld.gov.au and associate.davisj@courts.qld.gov.au) and copied 

to the applications list manager (apnmanager@justice.qld.gov.au).   Where the exercise of a 

discretion is required, brief submissions must also be provided.   Such matters will be dealt 

with on the papers. 

 

4. Any other applications that can practicably be dealt with on the papers, for example, for 

sanction of a settlement, should also be dealt with in that way. 

 

5. The call-over will be conducted at 10.00 am, by telephone, using chorus call.  Parties are to 

dial 1800 173 224 and enter reference number 9093270 # at 9.55 am and remain on the phone 

line until their matter is called over.   You are requested to mute your phone, until your matter 

is reached, to minimise background noise. 

 

6. Each matter requiring an oral hearing will be allocated a “not before” time. 

 

7. Any matters which are reasonably capable of being heard by telephone will be heard in that 

way, using the same chorus call details referred to in [5] above, or an alternative number 

which will be provided to the parties, if the matter is to be heard in another court.  Parties are 

encouraged to ensure submissions, affidavits and draft orders are provided by email, to the 

other party(ies) and the court, ahead of time. 
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8. Otherwise, matters will be dealt with in court in the usual way, or by making arrangements 

for video conferencing (using the Cisco WebEx app).   Details about the Cisco WebEx app 

will be sent separately to any parties who indicate, ahead of time, that they wish to use this 

procedure. 

 

9. The Court thanks all parties and practitioners for their cooperation in the present 

circumstances. 
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